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National Orientation Programme under ULLAS — New India Literacy inaugurated at Hindi
University

*100 per cent literacy essential for a Developed India: Prof. Gopal Krishna Thakur*

Wardha, January 24, 2026:

A National Orientation Programme for teacher education institutions under the ULLAS — New
India Literacy Campaign was inaugurated on Saturday, January 24, at Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi University, Wardha. The programme was held at the Kasturba Auditorium
and jointly organised by the National Literacy Centre Cell, National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), New Delhi; the National Council for Teacher Education
(NCTE); and Mahatma Gandhi International Hindi University.

Presiding over the inaugural session, Prof. Gopal Krishna Thakur, Dean of the School of
Education, stated that achieving 100 per cent literacy in the country is essential to realise the
vision of a Developed India. He observed that although India is the world’s fifth-largest
economy, it has not yet attained the status of a developed nation. He emphasised the need for
collective efforts to raise the current literacy rate of approximately 80 per cent to complete
literacy.

On this occasion, Mr. Krishna Kumar Patil, Director (Planning), Government of Maharashtra,
highlighted the status of implementation of the ULLAS programme in the state. He stated that
the primary objective of the ULLAS — New India Literacy Campaign is to make every individual
aged 15 years and above literate. He underlined the crucial role of teacher training institutions
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in achieving this goal and informed that Maharashtra has set a target of becoming a fully
literate state by 2027.

During the programme, Dr. Rishabh Mishra, Assistant Professor at Ambedkar University,
Delhi, presented his views on the role of educational institutions in strengthening the goal of a
Developed India through the National Education Policy—2020 and community participation. Dr.
Pawan Kumar, Assistant Professor at the Regional Institute of Education (RIE), Bhopal,
discussed in detail the role of teacher education institutions in the implementation of the
ULLAS scheme.

The programme was graced by the presence of Dr. Vandana Vahul, Deputy Director
(Planning), Directorate of Education, Maharashtra, and Ms. Gitanjali Borude, Head of
Department, SCERT, Maharashtra, on the dais.

The welcome address was delivered by Dr. Samarjit Yadav, Assistant Professor, Department
of Education, MGAHV. The programme was conducted by Ms. Jyoti Tiwari, Consultant,
National Literacy Centre Cell, New Delhi, while the vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Alka
Yogi, Senior Consultant, National Literacy Centre Cell. The programme commenced with the
lighting of the ceremonial lamp followed by the university anthem. Faculty members of the
university and teachers from various universities and educational institutions across
Maharashtra were present on the occasion.

Following the inaugural session, Ms. Jyoti Tiwari addressed the participants through a
PowerPoint presentation on ULLAS — New India Literacy Programme and Social Awareness
Centres in Teacher Education Institutions.

It is noteworthy that the National Education Policy—2020 has strengthened the vision of
“‘Education for All” and emphasised the need to make every illiterate citizen of the country
literate. In this context, the Ministry of Education, Government of India, launched the ULLAS —
New India Literacy Programme in April 2022 with the objective of providing foundational
literacy and numeracy skills to all non-literate persons aged 15 years and above who, for
various reasons, were deprived of formal education. This programme is not merely an
educational initiative but a national mass movement. Keeping this vision in mind, the present
National Orientation Programme was organised.

Various sessions held throughout the day witnessed in-depth discussions on different
dimensions of the ULLAS — New India Literacy Programme. The success of the programme
was made possible through the efforts of Dr. Mangesh Ghogare, Principal, DIET Wardha; Dr.
Ram Sonare; Mr. Dnyaneshwar Pansare; and Mr. B. S. Mirge, PRO of the University, among
others.

Technical support for the programme was provided by Mr. Sachin Bodkhe, Mr. Musheer Khan,
Mr. Mithilesh Rai, and Mr. Hemant Dubey.
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