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Philosophy of Acharya Vinoba Bhave
(5-7 February 2018)

In collaboration with
Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha

REPORT OF THE THREE DAY SEMINAR ON PHILOSOPHY OF VINOBA
BHAVE

I highly appreciate the expert committee of ICPR which considered me to be an
appropriate person to hold this seminar. Unfortunately, I had to search for the scholars
from far away i.e. USA some scholars were not available on email, So I have to approach
them through Phone and through Dr. Harsha Badkar. I very much appreciate her
cooperation in this yajna.

When I approached your Vice-Chancellor in the morning at 9.00 A.M. in U.S.A.
through email which was 11.30 P.M. in India he responded on email immediately and
welcomed the Seminar of ICPR at the University. He suggested the name of Dr. shambhu
Joshi as an appropriate Co-coordinator from this University. When I met the vice-
chancellor on 17" Nov. 2017, it was not only Dr. Shambhu Joshi but also Dr. Mithileshji
who enthusiastically accepted the responsibilities. You know such a seminar requires lot of
arrangement of lodging, boarding, Vehicle, cultural programmer, preparing the students,
clerical work & what not? Let me tell you that both of them met all the responsibilities
properly. As per my habit, I had to talk to them about different arrangement & happily,
they used to reply, ‘Do not worry Madam, it will be done’.

The seminar went on well & it satisfied us physically by proper lodging &
boarding, academically by very good research papers, though it was an obstacle race for
me. | requested Prime Minister Rimponcheji in the month of Nov. but due to prior
arrangement, he expressed his inability. Our vice- chancellor was consulted for the dates of
the seminar but it became necessary for him to go out of India. It is appreciable that the
Pro. V. C. who has also worked with Dr. Subbroaji came for the inauguration. The ICPR
office- bearers also could not come due to the Govt. Committee visiting them. In spite of
all these all academic sessions went very well. The students of Dasshana came regularly
for all the three days.

However, the sessions were divided as per different aspects & they went on very
well. Inauguration started with lightening the lamp and the song of Jag-Jagat then Dr.
Geeta Mehta welcomed every one explaining the theme of the seminar. Dr. shambhu joshi
was the co-ordinator, he also read the messages from Prof. Girishwar Mishra, V. C. of the
University and Prof. S. R. Bhatt, president ICPR. Shri. Balvijayji gave very good
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introduction of Vinobaji’s journey from Brahmajigyasa to Brahmanirvana. The message of
Vinobaji is Samyayoga and how did he achieve during his life-span. The two well known
verses composed by Vinoba were cited during his lecture.

dedard MATH g1 R 36Yd: §F¢ Gcd TERI : SaeTd e+

The other one was

Jerdr e feargsafa eerawr: |
Irar ¥ A aifa wafg sifasaar serfa

PVC Anandavardhanji considered it to be the subject of Pride that this University
in the Karma Bhumi of Gandhi & Vinoba was selected for the seminar. He remembered
his young days where he joined Gandhi train during 1969. he said “Jai-Jagat" is the
‘vasundhaiv kutumbakam’ during these days.

Prof. Ramji Singh gave key-note address and showed Gandhi & Vinoba as
Continuum.Gandhi himself said that Vinoba is ahead than him in spirituality. Vinoba has
discussed theoretically & practiced accordingly about all the there points of philosophy
namely jiva, jagat and Isvara. Vinoba observed three important virtus of God i.e. Truth,
Love and Compassion and propagated them throughout the country by walking more than
the periphery of the earth for more than two decades. Vinoba said that Jagat is sphurti and
a scientist also narrates a girl that I see dancing electrons in this girl. Vinoba was an
example of change of heart of others. He himself was so compassionate that he can raise
the compassion in the hearts of land-owners.

The I* technical session was that of “Vinoba and scriptures’ chaired by Dr. Girish
Jani, Assistant Prof of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai. Ms. Usha Vora from Brahma
Vidya Mandir talked about Upanisad and Vinoba. She referred to Isavasya vritti and
Astadasi of Vinoba. Isavasya vritti was written at the insistence of Mahatma Gandhi,
Astadasi includes the essence of other Nine Upanisads. Upanisad is deep/casting while
parisad is broad casting.

Dr. Sharmila Virkar from Mumai University, well prepared paper on shita Praon &
Vinoba. presented her. Tena tyaktena bhunjithah gives the equation ‘Tyaga’ + ‘Bhoge’ =
Life. It is linguistic & analytic in Sthita Pralna Darshana. It is executive argumentation. It
Is remarkable of Jnana Samadhi instead of Dhyana Samadhi. The word sthitaprajna is the
peculiarity of B. G. Sthitaprajna is a duty oriented person and self-realized one. The word

TRTA implies happiness of Sthitaprajna.

Prof. Nanda Kishore Acharya highlighted on fa=tar : 31fgar $r deastarar|
He emphasized the book ‘Swaraj Shastra’, the book written by Acharya Vinoba Bhave. He
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had Atma bal (soul-power) Prem bal (power of love) & Karuna Bal (Power of
compassion). Order is Universal system. There should be experience of oneness with least
all human beings. Morality depends on this unity. It is necessary to develop such moral life
for the development of conscience. The individual is undivided unit of society and
therefore he has to tolerate the evils of the society also. There should be the oneness
between oneself & the other in Satyagraha. When the other is considered as the one then
there is possibility of real Satyagraha.

Dr. Girish jani commented as a chairperson on these presentations with deep

understanding by differentiating sthitaprajna and sthiradhi. Sthita means established —&T
is Tlﬁﬁlﬁfﬁ | He also quoted shastras on the paper of Acharya Nandakishore as Hgﬂaﬁﬁﬁ
IETEAAY: AHEET 32ad|

The II session of Social issues was chaired by Prof. Nandkishore Acharya. Shri
Gautam Bajaj Spoke on Ashram Samkalpana of Vinoba and explained the purpose of six
Ashrams started by Vinobaji. The whole life of vinobaji is in search of Non-violence
therefore Bhoodan, Gramdan follows from that. He highlighted the purpose of Brahma
Vidya Mandir which is situated at wardha.

It has following eight program.

Spirituality should have Socio-economic base.

The sisters do not get vegetables and clothe from outside.
They live with celibacy.

It is a Social experiment.

They have Universal vision in their work.

Simplicity.

No much need of the market.

No need of a manager.

G e

Ms. Radha Bhatt from Uttara khand, working for Chipko and save the Ganga etc.
presented her views about Vinoba & Women. Vinoba had conceptual kingdom of
kindness. All the virtues narrated in the B. G. are the virtues of women and Vinoba has
given lectures on them at Indore during 1960. Women have to become powerful.

Former Vice-Chancellor of Gujarat Vidyapeeth Prof. Suharshan Iyengar presented
his views on Vinoba’s contribution to Gandhian ideal of education. Vinoba’s Nitya
Naitalima teaches us self-reliance and self-realization. It is not possible without eleven
vows. There is no sense of liberty without self-realization.

Prof. chandrakant Ragit talked about ‘Vinoba Bhave as a modern saint’. He talked
about unity of knowledge, action and devotion in the life of Acharya Vinoba Bhave. He

talked about the importance of W-H% and 341?!1'{5% amongst the aspirants.



The Chair Person Prof. N. K. Acharya presidied and commented that freedom from
market is freedom from exploitation. Gandhiji & Vinoba were True Feminist.

Then there was a session where the papers were written by the new professors and
the student were presented. Prof. Chandrakant Ragit and Prof. Anil Kumar Rai chaired the
session. The Though some papers were not sub-titled but they were written with the study
of the books and therefore accepted for presentation. Dr. D. N. Prasad, Dr. Purandardas,
Dr. Akhtar Alam and Dr. Nitu singh presented their paper.

There was a film from film Division on Vinoboji which was shown by the Dept of
Performing Arts.

The III Session of 6™ Feb. was chaired by Ms. Pravina Desai of Brahma Vidya
Mandir. She presented her paper on ‘Vinoba’s exposition of the B.G.” in lucid language.
She showed the establishment of Samya-yoga in the B. G with reference to certain verses.
Vinoba tried exposition of samya at all levels of life. There is an inspiration to create an
egalitarian society through non-violent methods, for every new generation with a dynamic
goal in search of peace-potential and sustainable Global pattern of life.

Then Dr. Girish jani spoke about ‘Vinoba’s Vision of the Vedas’ He Pointed out 3
pointe where he has difference of opinion about Vinoba’s views on Vedas. In his liberal &
unconventional analysis of the mantras, Vinoba has explained the vedic enlightenment of
the topic related to equality of human beings, unity and brotherhood, moral values and
noble character, social harmony & well-being, place of karma, jnana, bhakti & upasana in
human life. He has analyzed certain mantras and showed us how they help for attaining the

intellectual level, good health & individual as well as social welfare. The mantra HHTATT
3-]1%% . should be the life motto according to him.

Then Dr. Geeta Mehta presented paper on ‘Metaphysical bases of Vinoba Bhave’s
Philosophy’ and discussed about Vinoba’s exposition of Brahiman, Jagat and Jiva. The sat
Brahman is seen in the world. Cit Brahman can be realized in meditation and Anand
Brahman by can be seen in the eyes of the saints. There is no difference between container
(Brahman) & Contained (jagat). Jagat is mere vibration of Brahman. Both Gandhiji &
Vinoba realized Being through Becoming which not only enriched both of them but the
world at large. If manifestations of Brahman are ever to grow then there cannot be place of
Violence.

Miss. kanchan from Brahma Vidya Mandir, spoke about the idea of science &
spirituality brought out by Vinoba Bhave. It is a very much needed concepti of science
being guided by spirituality. Science increases the speed but the direction should be
determined by spirituality. Both should be progressed in all the countries. We have to rise
beyond mind on the level of super-mind. Scientific attitude should be developed in all
aspects of life which will lead to a world-citizen. Jai-jagat points to this vision.



Prof. Sohanraj Tated chaired IV session of religion where Dr. Harsha Badkar
said that Vinoba brings about a viable solution for peace & harmony. He understands the
spiritual base of any religion where humanity will come together. He wanted to spiritualize
Politics. He gave us Nammala with the object of bringing different aspirants together. He
was deeply influenced by other messengers. He brings about assimitation & absorption of
our precious heritage. Religion guides man towards spirituality which is sublimating to all.
In his views on religion, there is commitment, respect & reform at the same time
opposition to irreligion.

Dr. Tabassum discussed Vinoba Bhave’s study of Quran for 25 years. It has served
the purpose of uniting the hearts. Vinoba was very conversant with Quran. He has taken
appropriate selections. She cited Vinoba’s visit to Ajmer & the prayers thereafter. Maulana
Azad, Vinoba showed proper understanding of religions.

Father Thomas chirapurrath gave importance to action & contemplation in the life
of Monestry. Vinoba was moved by cruciti of christ. The essence of Christian teaching is
from New Testament, it takes into considerations first 20 gospels, 44-45 chapter 5 in jacob,
47 in peter & 50 in John. Only one door to God i.e. Christianity was objected by Vinoba
because Christ has said that many messengers were sent by God.

Section V On Political and Economic idea started with the chairmanship of Prof.
Sudarshan Iyangar. Prof. Rodrick Chureh presented his views on Rishi kheti and
Kanchan-mukti implied ‘living without money’. The second rishi-kheti (rishi-farming)
arose when the first was pursued through agriculture and implied ‘farming with human
labor alone’. These concept never gained much acceptance and soon but disappeared, even
from Gandhian discourse. This seminar acknowledges that Kanchan-mukti and Rishi kheti
are little known today but suggests they still ‘can be useful in current times’ and may help
to create renewed interest in Vinoba. While Kanchan —mukti becomes more radical, more
utopian, rishi-kheti become ever more pragmatic. It is adopted in Japan iin modern days
known as Fukuoka.

Dr. Parag Cholkar regretted that there is no proper information about the land
secured land distributed. The books on Rural Economic do not include name of Vinoba
bhave. People should study the exact information from the book of Bhoodan and
Gramdan.

Philosophy if it does not regulate present age problem, is not philosophy. We
cannot dismiss the importance of Vinoba’s contribution. As air and water, the land does
not belong to anyone. Vinoba gave alternative to communism.

Dr. Milind Bokil gave examples of two gramdans mendha lekha and panchgaon
where books are writen on them. Gandhi’s Hind swaraj is the hypothesis while Swaraja
Shastra of Vinoba is practical manual. He gave the idea of Ekayatan. Anekayatan and
Sarvayatan i.e. consensus news of all. To accept ‘Anekayatan’ is a kind of violence against
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minority. The message of these two villages will reach to the different villages by what’s
up & Face book and the other villages will also join them. The villagers themselves wrote
550 rules for themselves. They will have their right on nearby jungles and therefore they
are happy.

Dr. Pushpendra Dube presented paper on Economic ideas of Acharya Vinoba
Bhave. He started with Indore being the most clean city in India. He was pained to read the
news in the News paper yesterday that we cannot do away with the job of carrying human
waste because the Government cannot give them other job. He pointed out that Spirituality
should solve the problems of labour. He enlightened us on the problem of land, village
oriented khadi, peace potentiality, brain-drain from villages, parochialism, Market based
on economy etc.

Prof. Ramji Singh expressed his concern that the Gandhians are scattered now and
wanted to find out to generate man-power session. Then there were sessions in which the
Research papers were presented by the faculties and the students Prof. Manoj Kumar and
Nrupendra Mody chaired the session. Dr. Arun Pratap singh, Dr. Mithilesh Kumar, Kum.
Varsha Chaurasia, Mr. Shivsankar Patel, Mr. Pravin Pathakm Ms. Mamta Kumari, Dr.
Archana Pathya, and Dr. Chandrakala Sahu presented their papers,

We had an appealing drama from the Dept. of performing Arts of the University.
They showed the conditions of the down-trodden and how Bhoodan started. It was with the
thought from the villages with dance.

They asked for the suggestions and Dr. Geeta Mehta told them to introduce
Gramdana. Pravina Desai told them to bring out the thoughts behind this movement and
Prof Sudarshan Iyengar inspired them to develop a whole drama of three hours with Audio
—Video of the persons who walked with Vinobaji.

Session —VI started with the devotional song of & I on 7™ Feb. 2018. Then Prof.
Mithilesh invited the chair person father Thomas Chiraputtrath and the speakers, Prof.
Sohanraj Tater was the first speaker who talked about F&ge& & T 3R AR |

He talked about Hgl dd IR 3UIdd, Vinoba was Anuvrati, according to him. Six
substances are loka & beyond that is Aloka. Atman is connected with karman Sarira,
Akartabhava has been adopted by Vinobaji from Jaina Religion. One whose Ragadwesa is
over then the Atman is liberated. The special aspect of Jain religion is the way of dying
Vinoba adopted Samlekhana at last.

Dr. Hema More presented paper on ‘Vinoba on Buddhism’. There are 426 gathas
and 26 chapters which are systematically presented as per the subject like JUTT etc. He

has rearranged into HHAITIT, ATYAT and Nishtha. There are hundred chapters on them. He

has named it as Nav-samhita. The name of the chapters are in Vinoba’s own words.
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Dhammpada has samanvaya in it self. His lectures belong to different time and in different
contacts. He called Bhoodan as Dharma chakra Pravartan . He has done chapterization

with earlier tradition. & T is an eternal process, thus Buddhism is rearranged by
Vinoba Bhave.

In Hinayana one’s wanted one’s own nirvana. Mahayana wanted salvation of
everyone. She showed the difference between Mahayana and Vinoba’s social aspect.

Vinoba gave the message of no enmity of Buddha after two world wars. Buddha
had realization of four eternal truths, Vinoba observed Karuna. He accepts view of organic
whole of the society. He showed the relation of  gwom, fidar & wreva,

Dr. shambhu Joshi presented paper on fedmem & #m gfe. He said that Adam smith,
David Reccardo, Karl Max etc. had a concept on labour in terms of money, the other side
was not to see labour in terms not only of money, they were Raskin, Hondole, Gandhi &
Vinoba. Vinoba accepts advaitic background of =T and T#=m.

He said that the change of heart (g ufad) takes place through Isvara. The change
of circumstances (afiféufa afad) takes place through society (@mr). The change of thought
(fem ufad) takes place through individual &) and service (@am takes place through labour
().

We join to the nature and society through Sharma. Even the prayer of enlarging
compassion towards living heings (¥dean) is accomplished by shrama. Change in social and
political situation includes shrama in the presuppositions of Vinoba. The individual
intensifies exploitation by not doing shrama (Work with hand). The point of view about
labour changes our religious, social and cultural view point. The earlier system of

education included Shrama in it, all the saints were shrarma-oriented. We have forgotten

that Vinoba believes in same value of all labour. He accepts agriculture as the best kind of
labour. Vinoba does not consider only bread-labour as the labour. He considers Ramayana
of Valmiki and Savitri of Aurbindo as also a kind of love for labour.

In valedictory Dr. Mithileshji invited Dr. Geeta Mehta to present the report then
Pravina Desai and Prof. Nand kishor Acharya were invited as valedictory speakers. Pravina
reminded.

wea sEEAT - we tried to remember vinoba’s is all aspects. What he taught about future,
we also decided about our firm faith. Prof. N. K. Acharya showed us the way how to reach
to the world through satya. Benzil has said that for Universal religion which will be known
as Vinobian dharma. Two incidents of Vinoba’s life were narrated. In sabarmati Ashram
that he labored for 28 hours & 32 hours. Nobody could ask him question. When asked with
courage. Vinoba said that when I water the plants, I teach the students, when I ut the
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vegetables, | dictate the letters, so more than 24 hours, then it was asked, why so much
hurry ? He said, life is too short so I try to work as much as possible. Other incident is that
of a tamilian brought Tirnkural, we were there Baba showed the mistakes on first page &
told Balbhai to give him dictionary. When asked, you have learnt many languages-how can
you find out the mistakes of one language. He replied, ‘I am greedy if one person learns
something then it is transplanted in all beings. It I tried the proper expression then it will
reach the whole world correctly. The propagators will not keep ego, it will be done by
nature. You have to go for propagation. So that you cleanse your Chitta. Baba told me to
unlearn what I have learnt earlier. Learn how you have to unlearn if your want to transform
in your life than yesterday. This was his position.

He gave me six orders for propagation of Gitai,

1. Do not consider it to be the only book for self-realization so.

2. Gita is best book as far as I have studied the shashrars.

3. Gita is very powerful & power requires the way to unfold it. urja will develop
activism.

4. Tt tries to develop Universal man.

5. We can develop peace in the world by 12 vows. A breathing is important for
individual, life is impossible, trust is important in the society. Ve should add the
four monkey of s 7@ &= Botany also proves that plants carry the feeling if we
reach them with the idea to cut them.

6. == is shuddhi as well as sadhana, super gene will be develop & saints & prophets
will be prepared by it.

Prof. N. K. Acharya expressed himself in this manner. “I did not have much
interest in vinoba because all prophets have said that we know full truth and therefore I
was not interested to meet any saint. I found one seeker who said that there is no end in
adhyatma. It will go on developing; there is no end to it. All facists say that the know full
truth. Vinoba only says that adhyatma will unfold in future. Therefore when Vinoba says
that future will be that of spirituality, I am impressed by him.

He is believer spiritual development. Darwin (fes@ardh) says that when there is
human form, so what he will be with reflection, thinking. Thus we will have future
conscience which is awakened.

There is development which is the law of nature. It develops in us, Now, if
conscience has developed, it is out of life. The process of development is not linear it is
dualistic as Hegel says. The process develops towards highest when there is a common
factor. Vinoba has understood this process very well.

When you develop towards science then there is no place for faith, there is place for
reason only. All religions have developed out of curiosity. Religions have different sects
because of this. I do not think Vinoba is not thinking of synthesis only but he tries to
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develop the definition. Why does he try to give essence of religions because he observes
something to be reformed in religions. He has defined religions in different manner.

Science is coming nearer to spirituality. During the progress of science there is no
need of faith. To-day we have such vision of science and spirituality as our ancestors did
not get much help from science. In future, we can hear atman, we can see atman, how?
Atman is not accessible to senses. The eight fold prakriti in clueds-mind, intellect and ego.
So long as mind is there, It is difficult to know prakriti, it becomes subjective.

I do not think Vinoba is only giving us essence. He tries to find new definition of
religion which others have not thought of.

Pravina Desai was given time to reflect on the question asked yesterday that what is
lacking in us that we do not see the activities full of enthusiasm?

Her answer was that from the very beginning Vinoba used to say-Maze navarup
lopo-let my name and form disappear because he did not want to bind the thought into his
personality. If we do that then we get an idol which will not have movement. He desired
that there should not be worship of an individual but there should be the progress of all the
people.

Hindu Religion is yet alive because it is decentralized. The preserved energy which
is hidden in our atman will not be destroyed. We will have light from others and will
develop our own light.

As Pro. V. C. could not come for valedictory sessions Prof. Manoj kumar,Director,
Mahatama Gandhi and Fuji Guruji Department of Social Work requested to be the chair
person of the session and gave his concluding remarks.

Prof. Manoj kumar said that he has participated in the seminar with full
concentration. We have understood Vinoba as he is, from this seminar, otherwise I have
seen Gandhi from the point of view of Lohia and Vinoba from the point of view of
Jaiprakash Narayan. We do not want to see Gandhi and Vinoba in the line of Rama and
Krishna.

Our university is yet developing. We will publish these Research Papers and thus a
river will flow. Time-constraint was the peculiarity of this seminar. We have literature,
women-power, shanti-sena, Acharya-Kula etc yet to include.

Wherever we talk and write about these great thinkers we have to think in terms of
the youth. At one time the change of situation took place after years, then after months and
now the situation and environment change every moment. We have to bring the change in
the education accordingly.

Dr. shambhu joshi thanked everybody who helped in fulfilling the work of this
seminar. He thanked the person who brought out exhibition, who performed the drama of
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“Bhoodan”, Dr. Rajeshji who prepared the report in hindi and all other who helped in
making this seminar a successful one.

In all 24 papers were presented by invited research scholars and 17 Papers were
presented by other scholars. The seminar went on very well and we had deep bath into the
thought river of Acharya Vinoba Bhave. All of us thank Indian Council for Philosophical
research and Mahatma Gandhi Hindi Vishwa Vidyalay, to make it possible.

Dr .Geeta Mehta
Coordinator of the seminar
philosophy of Vinobha Bhave
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