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वीͫडयो कॉÛ फरंͧसगं के माÚ यम से राç ĚपǓत महोदय ने  

देशभर के उÍ च ͧश¢ा संè थाओं के ͧश¢क, ͪव ɮयाͬथ[यɉ को ͩकया संबोͬधत 

वधा[ Ǒद. 10 अगè त 2015: भारत के महामǑहम राç ĚपǓत Įी Ĥणब मुखजȸ न े सोमवार Ǒद. 10 

अगè त को दोपहर 12.30 बजे देशभर के कɅ ġȣय ͪवæ वͪवɮयालयɉ, आईआईटȣ, एनआईटȣ तथा अÛ य 

कɅ ġȣय सèं थाओ ंको वीͫडयो कॉÛ फरंͧसगं के माÚ यम से संबोͬधत ͩकया। इस उपलê य मɅ महा× मा गांधी 

अतंरराç Ěȣय Ǒहदंȣ ͪवæ वͪवɮयालय के हबीब तनवीर सभागार मɅ वीͫडयो कॉÛ फरंͧसगं कȧ ͪवशषे å यवè था 

कȧ गयी थी िजसके माÚ यम से राç ĚपǓत महोदय ने राç ĚपǓत भवन स ेहȣ ͧश¢कɉ और छाğɉ से सीधे 

संवाद è थाͪपत ͩकया।  

 



अपने संबोधन मɅ उÛ हɉन ेनए शै¢ͨणक वष[ के Ĥारंभ पर सभी को शभुकामनाए ंदȣ। छाğɉ को 

संबोͬधत करत े हु ए उÛ हɉने पवू[ राç ĚपǓत डॉ. ए.पी.जे. अÞ दलु कलाम एव ंसव[पã लȣ राधाकृç णन का 

उã लेख करत ेहु ए उनके महान कायɟ को याद ͩकया। उÛ हɅ भारत के अÍ छे भͪवç य के उÍ च ͧशͯ¢त 

और कुशल युवा और युवǓतयɉ कȧ जǾरत है। सूचनाओ ं को £ान मɅ और £ान को बɮुͬधमता मɅ 

पǐरवतȸत करना हमारे ͧलए चुनौ तीभरा काय[ है। ͫडिजटल Ĥाɮयोͬगकȧ के कारण आज के युवा इस 

चुनौती का मुकाबला करने के ͧलए तैयार है। उÛ हɉन ेͧश¢ा मɅ आधुǓनक Ĥौɮयोͬगकȧ का Ĥयोग और 

अͧभĤेǐरक ͧश¢क के माÚ यम स ेअÍ छे अकादͧमक Ĥबधंन कȧ चचा[ करत े हु ए ऑनलाइन कǐरकुलम 

तैयार करन े का िजĐ अपन े संबो धन मɅ ͩकया। उÛ हɉन े कहा ͩक ͪवæ व मानक सूची के 200 

ͪवæ वͪवɮयालयɉ मɅ भारत का एक भी ͪवæ वͪवɮयालय का न होना भी हमारे सामने बड़ी चुनौती है और 

उÍ च ͧश¢ा मɅ उ× कृç ट ͧश¢ा Ĥदान करने स ेहȣ हम इसपर ͪवजय पा सकत ेहै, इस पर हमɅ गभंीरता 

स े ͪवचार करना चाǑहए। उÛ हɉन े अनुसंधान संè कृǓत पर बल देते हु ए कहा ͩक ͪवæ वͪवɮयालयɉ ने 

अपनी अनसुंधान गǓतͪवͬधयɉ और बढ़ानी चाǑहए। उÛ हɉन ेकहा ͩक संè थानɉ के आसपास के गांवɉ को 

गोद लेकर उÛ हɅ आदश[ गांव बनाने कȧ पहल बहु त अÍ छȤ शुǾआत हो सकती है।  

छाğɉ के साथ संवाद मɅ उÛ हɉने कहा ͩक िजस Ĥकार स े ͧमɪटȣ के बत[न को आकार Ǒदया 

जाता है वसैहेȣ  अͧभĤेǐरत ͧश¢क ͪवɮयाͬथ[यɉ के भाÊ यͪवधाता होते हɇ। इसͧलए उÛ हɅ मãू य-आधाǐरत, 

ͧमशन-सरोकारȣ è वयं-Ĥेǐरत और Ǔनण[य Ĥदान करन े वाला होना चाǑहए। छाğɉ को अपनी ¢मता 

ͪवकͧसत करने कȧ Ǒदशा मɅ वह अपनी कृǓत के माÚ यम स ेअनुकूल वातावरण पैदा कर सकता है। 

उÛ हɉने अकादͧमक å यवसाय कȧ गुणव× ता को आकͪष[क करन ेपर बल Ǒदया।  

राç ĚपǓत महोदय ने इसस े पहले जनवरȣ 2014 मɅ उÍ च ͧश¢ण सèं थाओ ं के ͪवɮयाथȸ और 

ͧश¢कɉ को वीͫडयो कॉÛ फरंͧसगं के माÚ यम स ेसबंोͬधत ͩकया था और वे साल मɅ दो बार यह Ĥयोग 

करत े हɇ। इ-Ü लेटफॉम[ के माÚ यम से राç ĚपǓत महोदय कæ मीर से कÛ याकुमारȣ तथा पिæचम से पवू[ 

और पवȾ× तर के ͧश¢ा सèं थानɉ से संबोͬधत करत े हɇ। नेशनल नॉलेज नटेवक[  के माÚ यम स ेतथा 

एनआईसी के तकनीकȧ सहयोग से राç ĚपǓत महोदय के संबोधन का यह अवसर था िजसमɅ उÛ हɉने 

कुला Ú य¢ के नाते कɅ ġȣय ͪवæ वͪवɮयालयɉ और सèं थाओ ंको सबंोͬधत ͩकया। ͪवæ वͪवɮयालय मɅ लȣला 

ͪवभाग कȧ ओर स ेयह å यवè था कȧ गयी थी। इस अवसर पर ĤǓतकुलपǓत Ĥो. ͬच× तरंजन ͧमĮ और 

कुलसͬचव डॉ. राजɅġ Ĥसाद ͧमĮ सǑहत अÚ यापक एव ंͪवɮयाथȸ बड़ी संÉ या मɅ उपिèथत थे।  
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1.I am happy to have the opportunity to interact with you at the beginning of this new 
academic session. I welcome all the new students to universities and other centres of 
higher learning. Addressing you twice a year through video conferencing is a practice I 
started in January 2014. Through this e-platform, which now has been upgraded to 
twice its capacity, it is possible for me to connect with a much larger audience from 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari, West to East and North-East. For that, I must thank the 
National Knowledge Network and the NIC teams. 
My dear students: 
2.I speak to you today in the shadow of an irreparable loss that we have suffered in the passing 
away of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. My two illustrious predecessors, Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan - a philosopher teacher and Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam - a scientist teacher have 
greatly influenced my thinking on the education sector. When we talk of energizing the higher 
educational institutions, we should be guided by what Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan had said, 
and I quote:"Education should be imparted with a view to the type of society that we wish to 
build. We are working for a modern democracy built on the values of human dignity and 
equality. These are only ideals; we should make them living forces” (unquote). 
3.The enduring civilization that is India is also a land of contradictions. It is a matter of fact 
that 26 per cent of our population is illiterate. Yet, our education system has given rise to the 
second largest pool of scientists and engineers in the world. Even today, many villages in the 
country are devoid of clean drinking water. Yet, we churn out a larger quantity of software for 
US IT firms than any other country. To take this fascinating and vibrant democracy to greater 
heights, we need highly educated and skilled young men and women. That is the challenge 
before our higher education system. 
My dear students: 
4.As Dr. Kalam has explained in his book, "Indomitable Spirit”, the education system in the 
21stcentury must be based on five components - research and enquiry, creativity and 
innovation, capacity to use high end technology, entrepreneurship and moral leadership. In the 
contemporary world, we are wading in a sea of information. Converting this information into 
knowledge and knowledge into wisdom, calls for exceptional skills which we must impart in 
our students. They should be prepared for lifelong learning which now is easier because of 
digital technology. An inquisitive mind and research oriented approach has to be built in our 
students. 
5.It is easy to be overwhelmed by the amount of information around us. But when information 
is networked, its power and utility increases. In today’s world, management of knowledge is 
beyond the capacity of an individual. Students must learn how to manage knowledge 
collectively. Another skill essential for the younger generation is to learn how to use the latest 



technologies for aiding their learning process. Universities must create an eco-system with 
adequate hardware and software where ‘inspired teachers’ can be effectively used to propagate 
knowledge. Entrepreneurship is another quality which must be cultivated in our students from 
an early age. They must learn how to take calculated risks for the sake of greater achievements 
within the parameters of ethical business practices. 
6.Value oriented education with deep understanding of the democratic governance structures 
and systems are a must for building leadership skills. Development of the country and 
betterment of humanity should be the guiding principles for mission driven leaders of 
tomorrow. "Yes, We Can”, spirit also has to be inculcated in formative years of our gen-next. 
They must have the disposition "to do the right thing” as well as "to do things right”. 
Friends: 
7.Urgent measures to improve academic management in higher level institutions are necessary. 
To make learning more effective, teaching pedagogy must be refined, curricula up-dated 
regularly, an inter-disciplinary approach adopted and evaluation mechanism reformed. They 
must identify core competencies and nurture centres of excellence. 
8.The higher education sector is witnessing sweeping changes the world over.Rising costs of 
higher education and the changing profile of education seekers, aided by technological 
innovation, are leading to alternative models of knowledge dissemination. MOOCs, which first 
began in 2008, allow students to hear lectures and read course material on-line, and earn a 
degree at a cost much lower than conventional education. Disruptive technologies should be 
used to our advantage. 
Friends: 
9.Is it possible to become a world power without a single world class university? In two 
reputed international rankings of universities,there is not a single entry from India against the 
top 200 places. I refuse to believe that despite having the second largest higher education 
system in the world, with over 700 universities and 36,000 colleges, we do not have even one 
truly outstanding institution. 
10.The fault lies in our casual approach. The rankings process should be taken seriously. A 
high rank can boost the morale of the academic community and open greater avenues of 
growth and placement for students. It can help attract the best faculty from India and 
abroad and provide a benchmark for continuous quality enhancement. 
11.Concrete action to present the credentials of our institutions is needed. Institutions must set 
up nodal authorities to handle data coordination. Some of the IITs have developed expertise in 
dealing with the ratings process. They can act as knowledge partners to other institutions. As a 
result of concerted efforts, India today has nine institutions in top 50 in the BRICS region, 
with the Indian Institute of Science Bangalore at the 5th position. I hope the success in the 
BRICS rating will extend to other international ratings. 
Friends: 
12. Our country is beset with problems like drinking water, sanitation, energy 
availability, urbanization, and poverty that call for innovative solutions. These 



challenges must ring the bells in the laboratories, corridors and classrooms of our 
higher academic institutions. Unfortunately, research in most institutes is marked by 
a certain degree of neglect. The eco-system for cutting-edge research is missing. This 
general apathy is reflected in some indicators. India has 160 researchers in R&D per 
one million people compared to 710 in Brazil and 1,020 in China. In high technology 
exports also, India does not fare well. 
13. The Make in Indiacampaign aims at facilitating investment, promoting innovation, 
fostering skill development and establishing best-in-class manufacturing 
infrastructure. Our universities and engineering and research institutions must take 
up this challenge and make India a hub for technology-based products. They must 
build a research culture and promote research activity at all levels.  
Friends: 
14. Our institutes of higher learning must leverage their linkages with key 
stakeholders. Academic institutes in India must develop partnerships with reputed 
international institutions. A win-win mode of interaction could be exchange of faculty; 
collaborative research; and sharing of academic resources like course material and 
resource persons. An increased interaction by setting up industry-interface cells and 
induction of industry experts in governance structures of our institutes can pave the 
way for sponsorship of chairs; support for research projects; and setting up of 
incubation centres and laboratories.  
15. Alumni have an emotional connect with their alma mater. An institution can draw 
the expertise and experience of some of their illustrious alumni for academic 
management through governing bodies. They can also be drafted for business and 
project mentoring, and curriculum design. 
16. A higher educational institution has to interact with the society at large. Its soft 
power of persuasion and influence extends beyond its classrooms. Adoption of some 
neighbourhood villages to effect holistic change and transform them into model 
villages can be a very good beginning. 
17.Before I conclude, here is a piece of advice from Mahatma Gandhi, which we will do well 
to remember. I quote: "Literary education is of no value, if it is not able to build up a sound 
character (unquote). I once again wish all of you a very happy and rewarding academic year 
ahead. Let the time be spent in fruitful pursuits, meaningful opportunities and significant 
achievements. 

 
 


