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CME on ‘Child Sexual Abuse: Indian Scenario

A CME is organized by the Department of Psychiatry, Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College,
(Constituent College of Datta Meghe Institute of Medical Sciences Deemed University) on
Thursday the 29" January, 2015 by Dr. Prakash B. Behere, Director Research & Development &
Head Department of Psychiatry at Mahatma Gandhi International University.

The Guest faculties for the CME were, all Office Bearers of Indian Psychiatric Society (IPS)
Dr.TV Asokan from Chennai (Past President of IPS), Dr.Vidyadhasr Watve, President IPS, from
Pune, Dr.G.Prasad Rao, Vice President of IPS (President Elect), from Hyderabad,; Dr.JSS Rao,
Chief Editor, Indian Journal of Psychiatry, from Mysore; Dr. Yusuf Matcheswalla , Prof of



Psychiatry, Grant Medical College & JJ Camp of Hospital, Mumbai. Other faculties were
Dr.J.Das, Assam, Dr. K.K. Mishra, Sewagram, Dr.Sushil Gawande, NKP Salve Medical College,
Nagpur, Mrs.Pratibha Gajbhiye, Police Department, Wardha.
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The CME on this sensitive topic is organized first time in Wardha. Initially it was thought that
there is no child sexual abuse in India but of late, there are many child sexual abuse cases are
reported from different parts of India. reported that 21.9% faced severe form of sexual abuse in
children. The Ministry of Women & Child Welfare. More than 70% of abuses are attributed to
family members and known people. The perpetrators and victim may be of same sex or opposite
sex. There were no reports of the cases by the victims in many cases. Therefore many of cases
go unreported. In India nearly 53.22% of children faced some kind of sexual abuse. Amongst
them, 52.94% were boys and 4.06% girls. Every 5" child is facing some form of sexual abuse in
India. There is a drastic increase in sexual crime against children in last one year. A total of
33000 cases of sexual crimes against children were reported in the country in 2011 as compared
to 26000 in 2010, it means an increase of 24%. Child sexual abuse is highest in Madhya Pradesh
(1.26%), followed by Uttar Pradesh (1.08%) and Maharashtra (0.8%) in 2011. of late, we have
seen couple of child sexual abuse cases in Wardha District. It is a big and burning problem. It is
more important to identify a perpetrator, if certain points are kept in mind.



In this CME the role of parents and School Teachers were highlighted that they need to know
and how to sensitize the school going children. There is a Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012 and it came into force on 14 November, 2012.

On 22™ February, 2013 a Circular has been issued by School Education Department, u/Sec.21 of
Protection Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, it is mandatory for the Teachers and
School Management to report child sexual abuse to local or Juvenile Police otherwise there is six
months imprisonment, fine or both.

Justice Verma Committee submitted its report on 23™ January, 2013 and he suggested many
drastic changes in the Law and the punishment for rape should be rigorous imprisonment of 7
years to life. Protocol for examination of rape victims for sexual have been suggested.

This is a very sensitive issue and we should be receptive for early identification and prevention
of such incidences in girls in the community. Thus working with CSA cases results in huge
challenges to Professionals and efforts at all levels are highly needed to increase professionals’
capabilities and capacities in assisting help to victims and their families. Parents and Teachers
should know that it is not the fault of the girl.

Department of Psychiatry received grant from Indian Council of Medical Research, New Delhi,
to work on “Prevalence determines awareness about child sexual abuse in school going children
of rural and urban schools of Wardha District .



